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Public Safety 

• Truck traffic through an adjacent 
residential area, with mixed residential 
and truck traffic on Lizard Lane (access 
road) may pose a safety hazard. 

• Mine traffic may conflict with cattle 
grazing along the access road. 

Flora and Fauna 

• Mining and associated activities 
may adversely affect populations or 
habitat of certain management indicator 
species. 

• Mining and associated activities 
may adversely affect individuals, 
populations, or habitat of threatened, 
endangered, or sensitive species, 
including the Lesser long-nosed bat or 
American peregrine falcon. 

Water Quantity and Quality

• Waters running in or around the 
mine and along the access road may 
adversely affect adjacent landowners 
and other Forest users. 

• Lack of a water storage or filtration 
plant may adversely affect adjacent 
landowners and other Forest users. 

• Potential dust mitigation (watering) 
may reduce local water supplies. 

Access 

• Proposed access may not be wide 
enough to allow haul vehicles to pass. 

• Traffic conflicts may become acute 
during hunting season. 

• Resolution of safety issues may 
result in restrictions on access by 
general Forest users. 

Visual Quality 

• Appearance of the mine face and 
roads may be incompatible with scenic 
qualities of the landscape. 

Air Quality 

• Mining activities (blasting, 
crushing, or use and maintenance of 
access roads) may increase dust. 

Comment Requested 

This notice of intent initiates the 
scoping process which guides the 
development of the environmental 
impact statement. 

Early Notice of Importance of Public 
Participation in Subsequent 
Environmental Review: A draft 
environmental impact statement will be 
prepared for comment. The comment 
period on the draft environmental 
impact statement will be 45 days from 
the date the Environmental Protection 
Agency publishes the notice of 
availability in the Federal Register. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 

environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft environmental impact 
statement stage, but that are not raised 
until after completion of the final 
environmental impact statement, may 
be waived or dismissed by the courts. 
City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 45-
day comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningfully consider them 
and respond to them in the final 
environmental impact statement. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed action, 
comments on the draft environmental 
impact statement should be as specific 
as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft statement. 
Comments may also address the 
adequacy of the draft environmental 
impact statement or the merits of the 
alternatives formulated and discussed in 
the statement. Reviewers may wish to 
refer to the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points. 

Comments received, including the 
names and addresses of those who 
comment, will be considered part of the 
public record on this proposal and will 
be available for public inspection.
(Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7 and 1508.22; 
Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section 
21)

Dated: January 13, 2003. 
Abel M. Camarena, 
Deputy Regional Forester.
[FR Doc. 03–1693 Filed 1–24–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area 
(SRA) Advisory Council

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: An Opal Creek Scenic 
Recreation Area Advisory Council 
meeting will convene in Stayton, 
Oregon on Monday, February 10, 2003. 
The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6 
p.m., and will conclude at 
approximately 8:30 p.m. The meeting 
will be held in the South Room of the 
Stayton Community Center located at 
400 West Virginia Street in Stayton, 
Oregon. 

The Opal Creek Wilderness and Opal 
Creek Scenic Recreation Area Act of 196 
(Opal Creek Act) (Pub. L. 104–208) 
directed the Secretary of Agriculture to 
establish the Opal Creek Scenic 
Recreation Area Advisory Council. The 
Advisory Council is comprised of 
thirteen members representing state, 
county and city governments, and 
representatives of various organizations, 
which include mining industry, 
environmental organizations, inholders 
in Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area, 
economic development, Indian tribes, 
adjacent landowners and recreation 
interests. The council provides advice to 
the Secretary of Agriculture on 
preparation of a comprehensive Opal 
Creek Management Plan for the SRA, 
and consults on a periodic and regular 
basis on the management of the area. 
Tentative agenda items include 
information sharing on the following 
topics:

Update on SRA Management Plan 
appeal; 

Process for recruitment and 
appointment of replacement Council 
members; 

Review of Draft Information Strategy 
Plan for implementing new use rules.

A direct public comment period is 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 8 p.m. 
Time allotted for individual 
presentations will be limited to 3 
minutes. Written comments are 
encouraged, particularly if the material 
cannot be presented within the time 
limits of the comment period. Written 
comments may be submitted prior to the 
February 10 meeting by sending them to 
Designated Federal Official Rodney 
Stewart at the address given below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
more information regarding this 
meeting, contact Designated Federal 
Official Rodney Stewart; Willamette 
National Forest, Detroit Ranger District, 
HC 73 Box 320, Mill City, OR 97360; 
(503) 854–3366.

Dated: January 17, 2003. 
Dallas J. Emch, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–1721 Filed 1–24–03; 8:45 am] 
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